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All content and materials provided in this catalog are proprietary 
to Liberation Library and are intended for authorized use only. If 
you are interested in obtaining or altering these materials for use 
more broadly within your organization, we would be happy to 
discuss that.  

Otherwise, Liberation Library asks that you help protect the 
integrity of our content and materials by NOT sharing them with 
any third party or any personnel without consent. Please get in 
touch with us at liberationlibraryil@gmail.com. 

If you would like to contact us via mail, our mailing address is:

Liberation Library
c/o In These Times
2040 N Milwaukee Ave
Chicago, IL 60647

About this catalog

Credits
Catalog content by Liberation Library Steering Committee
Cover design by Asha Edwards
Catalog design by Juliana Culbert

Icons
• spanish by Jonathan Coutiño from the Noun Project
• journal by Becca O'Shea from the Noun Project
• books by HLD from the Noun Project
• Religion by LAFS from the Noun Project



Spanish language books available!

If you would like a specific book in Spanish, let us know! Right now, we have: the Harry 
Potter Series, the Hunger Games Series, One Of Us is Lying, and I Am Not Your Perfect 
Mexican Daughter. 

In addition to the books listed in this catalog, we can also send religious books. Simply 
let us know in your order form if you’d like a copy of the Bible, Quran, or another 
spiritual book. 

¡Tenemos libros en español!

Si desea un libro específico en español, ¡díganos! Ahora, tenemos: la serie de Harry 
Potter, la serie de Los juegos del hambre, Uno de nosotros está mintiendo y No soy tu 
perfecta hija mexicana.

Merriam-Webster’s Spanish/English Dictionary

This is a bidirectional dictionary (English to Spanish and Spanish to English). 
Pronunciations are given in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). Perfect for 
teachers, students, travelers, and language learners of all skill levels.

Blank journal

96 college ruled pages

Pocket Change Collective (series)

Non-fiction series for YA about a variety of topics; Pocket Change Collective Series (8 
Titles), include Beyond the Gender Binary; Skate for Your Life; The New Queer Conscience; 
Continuum; Concrete Kids; Imaginary Borders; This Is What I Know about Art; Taking on the 
Plastics Crisis

Other books we can send you



Playground
by 50 Cent

A hard-hitting and inspirational novel about the redemption of a bully from international 
icon 50 Cent.

*sometimes di!cult to get copies so please include an alternate on your order form!

Books by Elizabeth Acevedo

The Poet X
Xiomara Batista feels her voice is unheard in the her neighborhood . 
Ever since she started getting a shape and her personality she had been 
only using force as power , knowing she has so much to say but she 
doesn’t know how. She begins to write all her emotions in her 
notebook. While being torn between wanting to let het voice be heard 
and Mami wanting to keep her devoted to church, she is invited to her 
schools poetry slam club. Xiomara refuse to be silent any longer and 
the world will know her.

Clap When You Land
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. 
But this time, on the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport 
to see crowds of crying people…
In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal’s o!ce, where her mother is 
waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash.
Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the two girls are forced to face a new reality 
in which their father is dead and their lives are forever altered.

With the Fire on High
With her daughter to care for and her abuela to help support, high school senior Emoni 
Santiago has to make the tough decisions. The one place she can let her responsibilities 
go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to everything she cooks. 
Still, she knows she doesn’t have enough time for her school’s new culinary arts class, 
doesn’t have the money for the class’s trip to Spain — and shouldn’t still be dreaming of 
someday working in a real kitchen. But even with all the rules she has for her life — and 
all the rules everyone expects her to play by — once Emoni starts cooking, her only real 
choice is to let her talent break free.

Books available and brief description



The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian
by Sherman Alexie

It's about an Indian boy who lives with his family and they're poor and they live in this kinda 
poor community and the Indian boy has something wrong with him, he goes to a school far 
out and he has to walk sometimes and the school he goes to doesn't have that many people.

Tattoos on the Heart
by Greg Boyle

As a pastor working in a neighborhood with the highest concentration of murderous gang 
activity in Los Angeles, Gregory Boyle created an organization to provide jobs, job training, 
and encouragement so that young people could work together and learn the mutual respect 
that comes from collaboration. Tattoos on the Heart is a breathtaking series of parables 
distilled from his twenty years in the barrio. These essays about universal kinship and 
redemption are moving examples of the power of unconditional love in di!cult times and 
the importance of fighting despair. 

Kindred
by Octavia E. Butler

Dana was in the living room with her husband and then she was in water. After saving a 
young white boy, she was looking in the barrel of a rifle, and no sooner than she blinked she 
was back in her house. From then on she kept vanishing from her everyday life and appearing 
to save this boy. Why is she always saving this boy? How did she get connected to him? Also 
available as a graphic novel.

The John Carlos Story: The Sports Moment that Changed the World
by John Carlos and Dave Zirin

Seen around the world, John Carlos and Tommie Smith’s Black Power salute on the 1968 
Olympic podium sparked controversy and career fallout. Yet their show of defiance remains 
one of the most iconic images of Olympic history and the Black Power movement. Here is the 
remarkable story of one of the men behind the salute, lifelong activist, John Carlos.

The Crossover
by Kwame Alexander

12-year old Josh Bell and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has 
more than basketball in his blood. He's got mad beats, too, and he tells family's story in 
verse, in this fast and furious novel of family and brotherhood. Josh and Jordan must come to 
grips with growing up on and o" the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible 
price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family.



Books by Ashley and Jaquavis

The Cartel
The port of Miami brings in millions of dollars' worth of cocaine every year, and the Cartel 
controls eighty percent of it. The Diamond family is a force to be reckoned with, but all hell 
breaks loose when they lose their leader. The most ruthless gangster Miami has ever seen, 
Carter Diamond leaves behind a wife, twin sons, a daughter, and a secret -- his illegitimate 
son, Carter Jones. When young Carter learns of his father's death, he comes to town and is 
introduced to the legacy of the Cartel.

The Cartel 2: Tale of the Murda Mamas
Kidnapping, murder, deception, and seduction fill this highly anticipated sequel. Will Zyir 
find out that Breeze is still alive? Will Mecca be exposed as his brother's killer? Is Miamor 
dead or alive? Ashley and JaQuavis are back with The Cartel 2. Their twisted tale of deceit will 
have you on the edge of your seat, trying to figure out what happens next.

The Cartel 3: The Last Chapter
Miamor is fighting for her life in the belly of the beast. She's been kidnapped, and she's 
staring death in the eye. Is the reign over for the head of the Murda Mamas? Carter is in 
federal custody and leaves the Diamond Empire to Zyir and Mecca. When the past comes back 
to haunt Mecca and the truth finally comes to light, will The Cartel rise or fall? Breeze is in 
the clutches of the crazed Ma'tee, and she desperately searches for a way out. Will she escape, 
or die his love slave?

The Cartel 4: Diamonds Are Forever
You thought The Cartel was over, but Diamonds are forever. . . .
 The Diamond family has survived murder, deceit, and betrayal. Through it all, they're still 
standing tall, and a new era has begun. 
 Young Carter has retired and moved away from the madness--that is, until he gets an 
unexpected visitor at his home. This person shakes up the whole family, causing chaos that 
threatens to bring down the Cartel for good.

The Cartel 5: La Bella Mafia
Even as the new Cartel struggles to go legit, trouble always finds a way into the family's 
circle. Larceny, deceit, and murder are all in the cards.
 The Cartel 5 is a page-turning thriller that promises to deliver. This mafia family tries to go 
corporate, but the streets won't let them. This is the rise of the female Cartel . . . La Bella 
Mafia.

The Cartel 6: The Demise
Las Vegas. A city built on obscene wealth and corrupt deals, cunning entrepreneurs, and the 
ruthless mob. The Cartel's plan to open a casino will rake in cash, but comes with great 
sacrifice. The stakes have never been this high, and rules of the game have never been this 
hard to manipulate. And when one dead girl, one scorned wife, and one hole in the desert 
launch a chain of catastrophic events, The Cartel is sent on a downward spiral as they battle 
the Arabian mob and fight traitors within their circle. Will the Cartel prevail...or fall victim to 
the city's black cloud? 



White Lines series by Tracy Brown

White Lines 1: Lost Diamond
Jada left home at the age of sixteen, running from her own demons and the horrors of 
physical abuse inflicted by her mother's boyfriend. Partying hard to forget her troubled 
past, she winds up on the arm of Born—the neighborhood kingpin whose name was 
synonymous with money, power, and respect. And danger...

White Lines 2: Born
Life with Born seems good, but all his love can't save Jada from a crack addiction. 
Completely strung out, Jada will stop at nothing to get the white lines she endlessly 
craves—even if it means selling her body for drugs and cash. But how far can Jada fall 
before she truly hits bottom?

White Lines 3: Love/Fate
Jada has to fall hard before she can rebound. Kept down by ruthless addiction and 
immersed in her stormy romance with one of the fiercest hustlers on the streets, Jada's 
brutal downfall and stunning comeback makes this three-part serial one of the most 
unforgettable urban love stories of all time.

Queenie
by Candace Carty-Williams

Queenie Jenkins is a twenty-five-year-old Jamaican British woman living in London, 
straddling two cultures and slotting neatly into neither. She works at a national newspaper, 
where she’s constantly forced to compare herself to her white middle class peers. After a 
messy break up from her long-term white boyfriend, Queenie seeks comfort in all the wrong 
places. As Queenie careens from one questionable decision to another, she finds herself 
asking all of the questions a modern woman must face when searching for meaning in 
today’s world.

The House on Mango Street
by Sandra Cisneros

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – it is the 
story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she 
will become.

“White Lines was an awesome book. It had di!erent types of situations I could relate to. White Lines kept me wanting 
to read more I was so intrigued. White Lines had a lot of good quotes and a lot of advice to give.”

“I feel like White Lines really inspired me to stop doing some of the stu! I was doing. I used to live the lifestyle of the 
main character. I just really loved it but it’s sad I can no longer read it in the JJC.”

What our readers have said about this series:



The Belles (series)
by Dhonielle Clayton

Camellia wants to be the best Belle of New Orleans. She wants to tend to 
the royal family in their palace. To be a Belle means you are controliing 
people and the beatuy they feel for themself. They usually only help the 
rich because they are the ones who can a!ord the services from the Belles. 
As Carmellia learns how great her powers are she is put between trying to 
save herself and evreyone else or just save the preincess of the royal family 
and change her life as she knows it.

The Hunger Games (series)
by Suzanne Collins

The Hunger Games is a series of young adult dystopian novels written by the American author 
Suzanne Collins. The series is set in the Hunger Games universe, with the first three novels being a 
trilogy following teenage protagonist, Katniss Everdeen. The novels in the trilogy are titled The 
Hunger Games (book 1), Catching Fire (book 2), and Mockingjay (book 3). 

“The Hunger Games is a wonderful read to me because it has action and shows a di!erent meaning to life. 
Has a powerful meaning for teens and adults. My teacher showed me this book, it has di!erent series to it and 
gets more interesting throughout the series its a really good and fun read.”

What our readers have said about the Hunger Games

The Breakbeats Poets
by Kevin Coval

A first-of-its-kind anthology of hip-hop poetica written for and by the people. 
Hip-Hop is the largest youth culture in the history of the planet rock. This is the first poetry 
anthology by and for the Hip-Hop generation.
The BreakBeat Poets is for people who love Hip-Hop, for fans of the culture, for people 
who've never read a poem, for people who thought poems were only something done by dead 
white dudes who got lost in a forest, and for poetry heads. This anthology is meant to expand 
the idea of who a poet is and what a poem is for.

New Kid
by Jerry Craft

This graphic novel tells the story of seventh grader Jordan Banks who loves nothing more 
than drawing cartoons. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his 
parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is 
one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his 
Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon 
finds himself torn between two worlds—and not really fitting into either one. 



James and the Giant Peach
by Roald Dahl

A little magic can take you a long way. After James Henry Trotter's parents are tragically 
eaten by a rhinoceros, he goes to live with his two horrible aunts. Life there is no fun, until 
James accidentally drops some magic crystals by the old peach tree and strange things start 
to happen. The peach at the top of the tree begins to grow, and before long it's as big as a 
house. Inside, James meets a bunch of oversized friends and with a snip of the stem, the 
peach starts rolling away, and the great adventure begins!

Bone
by Yrsa Daley-Ward

A collection of poems by Yrsa Daley-Ward, a poet of mixed West Indian and West African 
heritage.

The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise to Fulfill a Dream
by Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, Rameck Hunt, Lisa Frazier Page

In the Newark, New Jersey, ghetto where the authors grew up, no one was expected to 
become an achiever in any way. Poor kids from broken homes were much more likely to 
become heroin addicts or, if they were lucky, drug dealers. But George Jenkins, Sampson 
Davis, and Rameck Hunt didn't succumb to peer pressure; they thrived on it.

Drama High: The Fight
by L. Divine

It's the start of a new term at Drama High and Jayd Jackson's learning that life in the 'hood is 
nothing compared to life in high school. Part of Drama High series. 

An Indigenous Peoples' History of the US for Young People
by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz

Spanning more than 400 years, this classic bottom-up history examines the legacy of 
Indigenous peoples’ resistance, resilience, and steadfast fight against imperialism. 
Indigenous human rights advocate Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz reveals the roles that settler 
colonialism and policies of American Indian genocide played in forming our national 
identity.
The original academic text, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, is fully 
adapted by renowned curriculum experts Debbie Reese and Jean Mendoza, for middle-grade 
and young adult readers to include discussion topics, archival images, original maps, 
recommendations for further reading, and other materials to encourage students, teachers, 
and general readers to think critically about their own place in history.



Books by Matt de la Peña

Ball Don’t Lie
Sticky is a beat-around-the-head foster kid with nowhere to call home but the street, 
and an outer shell so tough that no one will take him in. He started out life so far behind 
the pack that the finish line seems nearly unreachable. He’s a white boy living and 
playing in a world where he doesn’t seem to belong.
 But Sticky can ball. And basketball might just be his ticket out . . . if he can only realize 
that he doesn’t have to be the person everyone else expects him to be.

Mexican Whiteboy
Danny's tall and skinny. Even though he’s not built, his arms are long enough to give his 
pitch a power so fierce any college scout would sign him on the spot. Ninety-five mile an 
hour fastball, but the boy’s not even on a team. Every time he gets up on the mound he 
loses it.
But at his private school, they don’t expect much else from him. Danny’ s brown. Half-
Mexican brown. And growing up in San Diego that close to the border means everyone 
else knows exactly who he is before he even opens his mouth. Before they find out he 
can’t speak Spanish, and before they realize his mom has blond hair and blue eyes, 
they’ve got him pegged. Set in the alleys and on the ball fields of San Diego County, 
Mexican Whiteboy is a story of friendship, acceptance, and the struggle to find your 
identity in a world of definitions. 

We Were Here
When it happened, Miguel was sent to Juvie. The judge gave him a year in a group home – 
said he had to write a journal so some counselor could try to figure out how he thinks. The 
judge had no idea that he actually did Miguel a favor. Ever since it happened, his mom 
can’t even look him in the face. Any home besides his would be a better place to live. From 
the streets of Stockton to the beaches of Venice, all the way down to the Mexican border, 
We Were Here follows a journey of self-discovery by a boy who is trying to forgive 
himself in an unforgiving world.

Knock Knock Jokes for Kids / More Laugh Out Loud Jokes for Kids
by Rob Elliot

Kids can't get enough of laughter--so they can't get enough of Rob 
Elliot's hilarious joke books! Knock-Knock Jokes for Kids is an all-
new collection of knock-knock jokes that will have kids and kids-
at-heart rolling in the aisles.



Pet
by Akwaeke Emezi

“There are no monsters anymore.” Jam, her best friend, Redemption, and the other children 
of Lucille grew up hearing this. But when Jam meets Pet, a creature made of horns and colors 
and claws, she must reconsider what she's been told. Pet has come to hunt a monster, and a 
grim shadow lurks in Redemption's house. Jam must fight to protect her best friend, uncover 
the truth, and answer the question--How do you save the world from monsters if no one will 
admit they exist?

Girl, Women, Other
by Bernadine Evaristo

Teeming with life and crackling with energy — a love song to modern Britain and black 
womanhood
Girl, Woman, Other follows the lives and struggles of twelve very di!erent characters. Mostly 
women, black and British, they tell the stories of their families, friends and lovers, across the 
country and through the years.
Joyfully polyphonic and vibrantly contemporary, this is a gloriously new kind of history, a 
novel of our times: celebratory, ever-dynamic and utterly irresistible.

Ironheart (graphic novel)
by Eve L. Ewing

The former star of invincible Iron Man headlines her own solo series! 
When a group of world leaders is taken hostage by one of Spider-Man’s 
old foes, Riri Williams will have to step up her game. And she’ll be 
stunned when someone from back in Sweet Home Chicago enters her 
life... CHAMPIONS artist Kevin Libranda joins award-winning poet Eve 
Ewing, as Ironheart steps boldly out of Tony Stark’s shadow to forge her 
own future!

Electric Arches
by Eve L. Ewing

Eve takes you through her life, the good and bad, growing up in Chicago. She use’s poetry and 
peices of her hand written work to emphasize the similiarties and di!erences in the evolution 
of herself and Chicago.



Sabrina & Corina
by Kali Fajardo-Anstine

A haunting debut story collection on friendship, mothers and daughters, and the deep-
rooted truths of our homelands, centered on Latinas of indigenous ancestry that shines a new 
light on the American West.
Kali Fajardo-Anstine’s magnetic story collection breathes life into her Latina characters of 
indigenous ancestry and the land they inhabit. Set against the remarkable backdrop of 
Denver, Colorado–a place that is as fierce as it is exquisite–these women navigate the land 
the way they navigate their lives: with caution, grace, and quiet force. Sabrina & Corina is a 
moving narrative of unrelenting feminine power and an exploration of the universal 
experiences of abandonment, heritage, and an eternal sense of home.

BANG
by Sharon Flake

Mann is only thirteen, yet he has already had to deal with more than most go through in a 
lifetime. Mann used to paint and ride horseback, but now he's doing everything he can to 
escape his emotions: getting involved in fights at school, joyriding at midnight, and much 
worse. His father, at his wit's end, does the only thing he thinks will teach his son how to be a 
man he abandons him and his friend Kee Lee in the woods, leaving them to navigate their 
way home, alone.

Hole In My Life
by Jack Gantos

In the summer of 1971, Jack Gantos was an aspiring writer looking for adventure, cash for 
college tuition, and a way out of a dead-end job. For ten thousand dollars, he recklessly 
agreed to help sail a sixty-foot yacht loaded with a ton of hashish from the Virgin Islands to 
New York City, where he and his partners sold the drug until federal agents caught up with 
them. For his part in the conspiracy, Gantos was sentenced to serve up to six years in prison.
 In Hole in My Life, this prizewinning author confronts the period of struggle and 
confinement that marked the end of his own youth. On the surface, the narrative tumbles 
from one crazed moment to the next as Gantos pieces together the story of his restless final 
year of high school, his short-lived career as a criminal, and his time in prison. But running 
just beneath the action is the story of how Gantos – once he was locked up in a small, yellow-
walled cell – moved from wanting to be a writer to writing, and how dedicating himself more 
fully to the thing he most wanted to do helped him endure and ultimately overcome the worst 
experience of his life.

The Autobiography Of Malcolm X
by Alex Haley

The Autobiography is a spiritual conversion narrative that outlines Malcolm X's philosophy 
of black pride, black nationalism, and pan-Africanism.



Paper Towns
by John Green

Who is the real Margo?
Quentin Jacobsen has spent a lifetime loving the magnificently adventurous Margo Roth 
Spiegelman from afar. So when she cracks open a window and climbs into his life—dressed 
like a ninja and summoning him for an ingenious campaign of revenge—he follows. After 
their all-nighter ends, and a new day breaks, Q arrives at school to discover that Margo, 
always an enigma, has now become a mystery. But Q soon learns that there are clues—and 
they're for him. Urged down a disconnected path, the closer he gets, the less Q sees the girl he 
thought he knew...

“Two little kids riding their bikes around the dark and ended up finding a dead body.”

What our readers have said about Paper Towns

Homegoing
by Yaa Gyasi

Two half-sisters, E!a and Esi, are born into di"erent villages in eighteenth-century Ghana. 
E!a is married o" to an Englishman and lives in comfort at Cape Coast Castle. Her sister, 
Esi, is imprisoned in the castle's dungeons, sold with thousands of others into the Gold 
Coast's booming slave trade, and shipped o" to America, where her children and 
grandchildren will be raised in slavery. One thread of Homegoing follows E!a's descendants 
through centuries of warfare in Ghana, while the other thread follows Esi and her children 
into America from plantation slavery right up through the present day.

To All The Boys I Loved Before (series)
by Jenny Han

To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before is the story of Lara Jean, who has never openly admitted her 
crushes, but instead wrote each boy a letter about how she felt, sealed it, and hid it in a box 
under her bed.
But one day Lara Jean discovers that somehow her secret box of letters has been mailed, 
causing all her crushes from her past to confront her about the letters: her first kiss, the boy 
from summer camp, even her sister's ex-boyfriend, Josh.
As she learns to deal with her past loves face to face, Lara Jean discovers that something good 
may come out of these letters after all. 
The novels in the trilogy are titled To All the Boys I've Loved Before (book 1), P.S. I Still Love 
You (book 2), and Always and Forever, Lara Jean (book 3). 



Letters to an Incarcerated Brother
by Hill Harper

With disturbing statistics on African-American incarceration rates on his mind, Harper set 
out to address the specific needs of inmates. Harper’s powerful message from the heart 
provides advice and inspiration in the face of despair along with encouraging words for 
restoring a sense of self-worth. Uplifting and insightful, Letters to an Incarcerated Brother 
provides the hope and inspiration inmates and their families need.

The Outsiders
by S.E. Hinton

Pony boy, his brothers, and all his friends are Greasers, the “ghetto” people in town. They 
are always arguing and fighting with the Soc societys “goody goodies”. When Pony Boy’s 
friend Johnny kills a Soc he begins to question the beef between himself and his rivals. Is all 
this fighting really worth it?

Roller Girl (graphic novel)
by Victoria Jamieson

This graphic novel tells the story of 12-year old Astrid who has always 
done everything with her best friend Nicole. But while Astrid falls in love 
with roller derby and signs up for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to 
dance camp. And so begins the most di!cult summer of Astrid's life as 
she struggles to keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the friend 
she feels slipping away, and cautiously embark on a new friendship. As the 
end of summer nears and her first roller derby bout draws closer, Astrid 
realizes that maybe she is strong enough to handle the bout, a lost 
friendship, and middle school… in short, strong enough to be a roller girl.

The First Part Last
by Angela Johnson

Bobby and his girlfriend, Nia, are vibing real good. But one day they find out she’s pregnant 
and from that day forward their lives will change forever. What to do? Keep the baby? Give it 
up for adoption? Are they ready? How will their parents feel? Bobby will have to prepare for 
everything quickly.



Blood in My Eye
by George L. Jackson

Blood In My Eye was completed only days before its author was killed. George Jackson died on 
August 21, 1971, at the hands of San Quentin prison guards during an alleged escape attempt. 
At eighteen, George Jackson was convicted of stealing seventy dollars from a gas station and 
was sentenced from one year to life. He was to spent the rest of his life -- eleven years-- in 
the California prison system, seven in solitary confinement. In prison he read widely and 
transformed himself into an activist and political theoretician who defined himself as a 
revolutionary.

Soledad Brothers: The Prison Letters of George Jackson
by George L. Jackson

A collection of Jackson's letters from prison, Soledad Brother is an outspoken condemnation 
of the racism of white America and a powerful appraisal of the prison system that failed to 
break his spirit but eventually took his life. Jackson's letters make palpable the intense 
feelings of anger and rebellion that filled black men in America's prisons in the 1960s. But 
even removed from the social and political firestorms of the 1960s, Jackson's story still 
resonates for its portrait of a man taking a stand even while locked down.

All Boys Aren't Blue
by George M. Johnson

In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George M. 
Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and college years in New Jersey and Virginia. 
From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing 
with his loving grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this young-adult memoir 
weaves together the trials and triumphs faced by Black queer boys.
Both a primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring testimony for young queer 
men of color, All Boys Aren't Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, 
brotherhood, family, structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson's 
emotionally frank style of writing will appeal directly to young adults.

The Black Friend:On Being a Better White Friend
by Frederick Joseph

Writing from the perspective of a friend, Frederick Joseph o!ers candid reflections on his 
own experiences with racism and conversations with prominent artists and activists about 
theirs--creating an essential read for white people who are committed anti-racists and those 
newly come to the cause of racial justice.
Touching on everything from cultural appropriation to power dynamics, "reverse racism" to 
white privilege, microaggressions to the tragic results of overt racism, this book serves as 
conversation starter, tool kit, and invaluable window into the life of a former "token Black 
kid" who now presents himself as the friend many readers need.



The Handbook of Yoruba Religious Concepts
by Baba Ifa Karade

An introduction to the spiritual source of the beliefs and practices that have so profoundly 
shaped African American religious traditions.
Most of the Africans who were enslaved and brought to the Americas were from the Yoruba 
nation of West Africa, an ancient and vast civilization. In the diaspora caused by the slave 
trade, the guiding concepts of the Yoruba spiritual tradition took root in Haiti, Puerto Rico, 
Cuba, Brazil, and the United States.
In this accessible introduction, Baba Ifa Karade provides an overview of the Yoruba tradition 
and its influence in the West. He describes the sixteen Orisha, or spirit gods, and shows us 
how to work with divination, use the energy centers of the body to internalize the teachings 
of Yoruba, and create a sacred place of worship. The book also includes prayers, dances, 
songs, o!erings, and sacrifices to honor the Orisha.

All American Boys
by Brendan Kiely and Jason Reynolds

Rashad and Quinn—one black, one white, both American—face the unspeakable truth that 
racism and prejudice didn’t die after the civil rights movement. There’s a future at stake, a 
future where no one else will have to be absent because of police brutality. They just have to 
risk everything to change the world.

Hoodlum
by K'wan

He set out to be the good son, but the streets had a di!erent plan.
Born to one of the city's most notorious crime families, Shai Clark has always managed to be 
a good kid. A college hoops star, Shai shunned the world that his father had created and 
focused on his dreams of going pro. Tommy, Shai's trigger-happy older brother, is next in 
line for the throne and rules under his father through brute force. But Poppa has bigger plans 
for Shai.
Hoodlum chronicles three generations of Trinidadian immigrants and their rise to power in 
the New York City heroin trade. A K'wan classic.

“This kid named Shai Clark was always a good kid. He was playing college hoops and was close to going pro. 
And then his father who was running a family business.”

“I wanna read this book because it sounds very interesting. It is relating the boy from the streets and him he 
gonna change is life of how to get out of the street life. I heard that this book is very interesting because it has 
when the murder became into street gangsta into a church guy.”

What our readers have said about Hoodlum



Snapdragon (graphic novel)
by Kat Leyh

In this magical realist graphic novel, a young girl named Snap befriends Jacks, the town’s 
witch. Or so the rumor goes. To Snap, Jacks just seems like a Crocs-wearing, internet-savvy 
old lady who sells roadkill skeletons online. It's creepy, sure, but kind of cool, too. But as 
Snap begins to help Jacks with some strange work, she realizes that Jacks may in fact have 
real magic--and an unlikely connection to Snap's family's past. 

Sister Outsider
by Audre Lorde

Audre Lorde delivers essays, and speeches in this book. Her topics include Black feminism, 
self-love, activism, and opression. 

Wild Hundreds
by Nate Marshall

Being a black boy, living in Chicago in the Hundreds, and being in high school can be wild. 
Nate uses analogies and metaphors to show his journey. From food to family and the feelings 
of love and confusion read as Nate tells you about being from the Wild Hundreds.

Makes Me Wanna Holler: A Young Black Man in America
by Nathan McCall

McCall's open and honest description of his life as a boy in a black neighborhood in 
Portsmouth, VA, his participation in violent criminal acts, and his eventual imprisonment for 
armed robbery seem somehow to be an expression of the rage of so many young people in 
America's urban areas. While imprisoned, he worked as inmate librarian and was so moved 
by Richard Wright's books that he became fascinated by the power of words and decided to 
become a writer. Though he's made a successful career against great odds, he makes it plain 
that he doesn't feel completely at ease with his peers in the establishment or those on the 
streets. His di!cult story is told in such an immediate and compelling fashion that young 
people will be caught up in this strong narrative and gain real insight into McCall's growth 
and change and, thus, contemporary urban issues.

One of Us Is Lying
by Karen M. McManus

Bronwyn, Addy, Nate, Simon, and Cooper are all from di"erent “worlds” 
and somehow they all end up in detention together. 

*sometimes di!cult to get copies so please include an alternate on your 
order form!



I Am Alfonso Jones
by Tony Medina

Alfonso is just a normal teen trying to be successful and get the lead role 
in the school play. When he learns his father is being released from 
prison he so excited and needs to get a suit. He grabs Danetta his crush 
and they go in "better" neighborhood to buy his suit. After a tragic turn 
of events, Alfonso is killed and then he becomes not yet a ghost and is 
stuck on a train ride full of people who never received just that are 
watching the people they love grieve them. The whole ride becomes 
watching and helping the movement to get justice for the unjustice that 
happens to them. Til the end Alfonso's family fight him and his justice 
with his soul alongside.

We Set the Dark on Fire
by Tehlor Kay Mejia

At the Medio School for Girls, distinguished young women are trained for one of two roles: to 
run a husband’s household or raise his children. Both paths promise a life of comfort and 
luxury, far from the frequent political uprisings of the lower class. Daniela Vargas is the 
school’s top student, but her pedigree is a lie. She must keep the truth hidden or be sent back 
to the fringes of society.
When she is asked to spy for a resistance group fighting to bring equality to Medio, and she 
faces an impossible choice. Will Dani cling to the privilege her parents fought to win for her, 
or will she give up everything she’s strived for in pursuit of a free Medio—and a chance at a 
forbidden love?

Born a Crime for Young People
by Trevor Noah

The host of The Daily Show, Trevor Noah, tells the story of growing up half black, half white 
in South Africa under and after apartheid in this young readers' adaptation of his bestselling 
adult memoir Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood.
Trevor Noah shares his story of growing up in South Africa, with a black South African 
mother and a white European father at a time when it was against the law for a mixed-race 
child like him to exist. But he did exist--and from the beginning, the often-misbehaved 
Trevor used his smarts and humor to navigate a harsh life under a racist government.

Akata Witch
by Nnedi Okorafor

12 year old Sunny is American born, but now lives in Nigeria. She is Black and Albino and soon 
comes to find out that she has magical abilities, and a magical community awaiting her. 



Books by Walter Dean Myers

Monster
Walter Dean Myers tells the story of Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention 
and on trial. Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with 
journal entries, the book shows how one single decision can change our whole lives.

Monster (graphic novel)
This stunning black and white graphic novel tells the story of a young man, Steve, who is 
awaiting trial for murder and robbery. As he acclimates to juvie, he begins imagining his 
life as a movie. While he knows in his heart that he is innocent, he begins to doubt what 
happened in the first place.

*Other books by this author: Lockdown, Streetlove, Hoops, Slam!, and 
Autobiography of My Dead Brother

Shadowshaper
by Daniel Jose Older

Sierra thought she was just a normal mural painter, until one day the paintings started crying 
to her. Her grandfather, who usually doesn’t speak or move due to a stroke, tells her secrets 
about the Shadow Shapers and to find Robbie, who is her classmate, while apologizing 
repeatedly. Later on, a zombie starts chasing her and her opens her eyes to a new world she is 
apart of and knows nothing about. Robbie helps her through a journey like she’s never seen 
before.

Citizen Illegal
by Jose Olivarez

This collection of poems explores the stories, contradictions, joys, and sorrows that embody 
life in the spaces between Mexico and America. Olivarez paints portraits of good kids, bad 
kids, families clinging to hope, life after the steel mills, gentrifying barrios, and everything in 
between. Emotional yet humorous, these poems cover complex issues of race, ethnicity, 
gender, class, and immigration with everyday language that invites the reader in. 

There There
by Tommy Orange

A group of twelve Native Americans from Oakland, California get together for the community 
pow wow. They all have di!erent problems that they are facing, and as well as struggles 
within the Native American community. 



Anger is a Gift
by Mark Oshiro

Six years ago, Moss Je!eries' father was murdered by a police o"cer. Losing his dad, plus the 
relentless media, has left Moss with near crippling panic attacks. Now, in his sophomore year 
of high school, Moss, his boyfriend, and their fellow classmates find themselves treated like 
criminals by their own school. New rules. Random locker searches. Constant intimidation and 
police o"cers stationed in their halls. Despite their youth, the students decide to organize 
and push back against the administration. When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy 
strikes, Moss must face a di"cult choice: give in to fear and hate or realize that anger can 
actually be a gift.

Along Came a Spider (Alex Cross series, book one)
by James Patterson

A missing little girl named Maggie Rose. A family of three brutally murdered in the projects 
of Washington, D.C. The thrill-killing of a beautiful elementary school teacher. A 
psychopathic serial kidnapper/murderer who calls himself the Son of Lindbergh. He is so 
terrifying that the FBI, the Secret Service, and the police cannot outsmart him - even after 
he's been captured.

*We have a wide range of books by James Patterson. If you’re looking for a thriller or mystery, ask 
for one of his titles!

Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series: The Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan

After getting expelled from yet another school for yet another clash with mythological 
monsters only he can see, twelve-year-old Percy Jackson is taken to Camp Half-Blood, 
where he finally learns the truth about his unique abilities: He is a demigod--half human, 
half immortal. Even more stunning: His father is the Greek god Poseidon, ruler of the sea, 
making Percy one of the most powerful demigods alive. There's little time to process this 
news. All too soon, a cryptic prophecy from the Oracle sends Percy on his first quest, a 
mission to the Underworld to prevent a war among the gods of Olympus. The first book in the 
Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series, five total.

*If you like the Percy Jackson series, you might wanna try the Kane Chronicles series!



Juliet Takes a Breath (graphic novel)
by Gabby Rivera

Juliet Milagros Palante is leaving the Bronx and headed to Portland, Oregon. She just came 
out to her family and isn't sure if her mom will ever speak to her again. But don't worry, Juliet 
has something kinda resembling a plan that'll help her figure out what it means to be Puerto 
Rican, lesbian and out. See, she's going to intern with Harlowe Brisbane - her favorite 
feminist author, someone whose last work on feminism, self-love and lots of other things 
will help Juliet find her ever elusive epiphany. There's just one problem--Harlowe's white, 
not from the Bronx and doesn't have the answers. Okay, maybe that's more than one problem 
but Juliet never said it was a perfect plan...

Divergent
by Veronica Roth

Tris Prior lives in a futuristic world in which society is divided into five factions. As each 
person enters adulthood, he or she must choose a faction and commit to it for life. Tris 
chooses Dauntless -- those who pursue bravery above all else. However, her initiation leads 
to the discovery that she is a Divergent and will never be able to fit into just one faction. 
Warned that she must conceal her status, Tris uncovers a looming war which threatens 
everyone she loves. (Divergent Series Book 1 of 3)

Holes
by Louis Sachar

Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and 
punishment—and redemption.

“It's about a boy who was framed of stealing these pro-MLB shoes and the police catch him and his family 
decide to send him to this place that they think would help him in the middle of nowhere where they dig holes 
in the desert what really goes on here. “

What our readers have said about Holes

Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card
by Sara Saedi

Sara just wants to be a regular teenage, she wants a boyfriend, beauty, and 
to do every "normal" thing. So far she is. She's a 13 year old straight A 
student so what could go wrong, right? When sara's sister tried to apply 
for a job she realizes she doest have a green card. Sara finds out that her 
and her family came over whe was only a bay, 2 years old. They are illegal 
immagrant and that her parents dovrced so she could become a citzen. 
Even this big obstacle can't stop her from being regular.



Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe
by Benjamin Alire Saenz

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual 
way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have 
nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time together, they discover that they 
share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. Through this 
friendship, Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and the kind 
of people they want to be.

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter
by Erika Sanchez

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. They do not move out of their parents’ 
house. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their family. But Julia is not your perfect 
Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role until a tragic accident leave Olga dead, and Julia is 
left behind to fix the shattered pieces of her family. With the help of her best friend, Lorena, 
and her first love, Connor, Julia is determined to find out if Olga was really what she seemed 
or if there was more to her sister’s story.

Books by Reymundo Sanchez

Reymundo Sanchez is the pseudonym of a former Latin King who no longer lives in Chicago. 
He is the author of My Bloody Life, Once a King, Always a King, and Lady Q: The Rise and Fall 
of a Latin Queen (with Sonia Rodríguez).

“This book is about a young Puerto Rican who comes from a rough home life. When he was young he moved to 
Chicago from Puerto Rico with his mom's new husband. At first all seems well until his mom and stepdad 
become abusive. At that point he starts hanging out with gangs and becomes a Latin King. He starts doing 
stupid stu! and becomes a notorious criminal and later on in his life he ends up going to prison and realizes 
that's not the life he wants to live and when he gets out he gets jumped out of the gang.”

What our readers have said about My Bloody Life

“I think that this book is more of a something you can learn o! from and take it in to real life. It’s a true story of 
a gang member who turns his life around and its pretty interesting.”

What our readers have said about Once a King, Always a King

Homeboyz
by Alan Lawrence Sitomer

When Teddy is placed on house arrest for attempting to avenge his sister's murder, he is 
placed in the capable hands of O!cer Mariana Diaz, who oversees his community service. As 
part of the innovative rehabilitation program Diaz runs, Teddy is assigned to tutor Micah, a 
twelve-year-old orphan and would-be gansta who may just have the power to save his 
family.



A Matter of Trust
by Anne Schraff

In grade school, Darcy Wills and Brisana Meeks were friends. But all that changed at Bluford 
High when Darcy started hanging with "the zeros"--a group of students Brisana despises. 
Now the former friends are bitter rivals, and the tension between them is getting worse. For a 
while, Darcy tries to stay calm, ignoring her old friend's daily taunts. But when she learns 
that Brisana is after her boyfriend, Hakeem Randall, Darcy knows she must do something. 
But what? Bluford High series, book 2 of 3. 

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime that Changed Their Lives
by Dashka Slater

If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high school 
students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, but they 
inhabited di!erent worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and 
attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands 
and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. 
But one afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely 
burned, and Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The case 
garnered international attention, thrusting both teenagers into the spotlight.

Homie
by Danez Smith

Rooted in the loss of one of Smith’s close friends, this book comes out of the search for joy 
and intimacy within a nation where both can seem scarce and getting scarcer. In poems of 
rare power and generosity, Smith acknowledges that in a country overrun by violence, 
xenophobia, and disparity, and in a body defined by race, queerness, and diagnosis, it can be 
hard to survive, even harder to remember reasons for living. But then the phone lights up, or 
a shout comes up to the window, and family—blood and chosen—arrives with just the right 
food and some redemption. Part friendship diary, part bright elegy, part war cry, Homie is 
the exuberant new book written for Danez and for Danez’s friends and for you and for yours.

Don't Call Us Dead
by Danez Smith

Don't Call Us Dead opens with a heartrending sequence that imagines an afterlife for black 
men shot by police, a place where suspicion, violence, and grief are forgotten and replaced 
with the safety, love, and longevity they deserved here on earth. Smith turns then to desire, 
mortality the dangers experienced in skin and body and blood and a diagnosis of HIV 
positive. "Some of us are killed / in pieces," Smith writes, some of us all at once. Don't Call Us 
Dead is an astonishing and ambitious collection, one that confronts, praises, and rebukes 
America--"Dear White America"--where every day is too often a funeral and not often 
enough a miracle.



Midnight series by Sister Souljah

The Coldest Winter Ever
Ghetto-born, Winter is the young, wealthy daughter of a prominent Brooklyn drug-
dealing family. Quick-witted, sexy, and business-minded, she knows and loves the 
streets like the curves of her own body. But when a cold Winter wind blows her life in a 
direction she doesn't want to go, her street smarts and seductive skills are put to the test 
of a lifetime. Unwilling to lose, this ghetto girl will do anything to stay on top. Prequel to 
the series. 

Midnight: A Gangster Love Story
Raised in a wealthy, influential, Islamic African family, Midnight enjoys a life of comfort, 
confidence, and protection. Midnight's father provides him with a veil of privilege and 
deep, devoted love, but he never hides the truth about the fierce challenges of the world 
outside of his estate. So when Midnight's father's empire is attacked, he sends Midnight 
with his mother to the United States. In the streets of Brooklyn, a young Midnight uses 
his Islamic mind-set and African intelligence to protect the ones he loves, build a 
business, reclaim his wealth and status, and remain true to his beliefs. Midnight, a 
handsome and passionate young man, attracts many women. How he interacts and deals 
with them is a unique adventure. This is a highly sensual and tremendous love story 
about what a man is willing to risk and give to the women he loves most. Midnight will 
remain in your mind and beat in your heart for a lifetime.

*Other books in this series: Midnight and the Meaning of Love (#2) and 
A Moment of Silence: Midnight III (#3)

Give A Boy A Gun
by Todd Strasser

The worst thing you think could happen at a dance is a stain on your dress or a girl messing 
up your pants right? Wrong. Brendan and Gary ae fed up with the mistreatment of themselves 
by their classmates. It’s time for people to realize bullying is wrong. They get some guns and 
hold the school hostage. Everyone will get to feel pain today.

If I Grow Up
by Todd Strasser

When there is a battle between staying in school or providing for your family, life in Fredrick 
Douglass Projects can get rocky. DeShawn, who’s book smart and street smart, must choose 
to be like his friends, getting drug money and new gear, or stay in school, so he can make it 
out the hood.



Books by Nic Stone

Dear Martin
Justyce is in his senior year of high school and trying to figure out which path is the right 
one for him. He begins to write letters to Martin Luther King Jr because he wants to try to 
live up to his morals. He begins to be in a semi love triangle with his ex-girlfriend and his 
debate partner. The thing about his debate partner is she's white and he doesn't know 
how his mom will take it. One day he is with his best friend when they are shot at red 
light. His best friend dies and a big battle for Justice happens after its revealed that the 
man who shot them was an undercover police o!cer. Justyce feels out of place and begins 
looking toward who he calls his people to help him but it ends up getting him into a little 
trouble. No matter what he defeats the odds and becomes the man he wants to be.

Dear Justyce
Shortly after teenager Quan enters a not guilty plea for the shooting death of a police 
o!cer, he is placed in a holding cell to await trial. Through a series of flashbacks and 
letters to Justyce, the protagonist of Dear Martin, Quan's story unravels. From a troubled 
childhood and bad timing to a coerced confession and prejudiced police work, Nic Stone's 
newest novel takes an unflinching look at the flawed practices and ideologies that 
discriminate against African American boys and minorities in the American justice 
system. Sequel to Dear Martin.

Odd One Out
Coop has been in love with his best friend Jupiter basically since he met 
but the only thing is she's a lesbian and he knows he can't be with her 
because it will never happen. He is so mesmorized by her that every 
relatiionship he gets in ends because the girls can't handle that he has a 
girl best friend no matter her prefrence. Jupiter is Coop's best friend and 
she loves him as that like a brother. She is comfotable in her skin but 
everybody at school has opinion about her; boys think she just needs a 
boyfriend for her problems and girls think shes a good experiment for 
them. When the new girl Rae comes Jupiter remebers that they went 
through an old tragic memory and they instantly hit it o" and began 
flirting. What becomes innocent gets them into some probkems Coop is 
getting jealous of their friendsip and Rae realizes that she may wnat 
both Coop and Jupiter.

Just Mercy (adapted for Young Adults)
by Bryan Stevenson

In this very personal work, acclaimed lawyer and social justice advocate Bryan Stevenson 
o"ers a glimpse into the lives of the wrongfully imprisoned and his e"orts to fight for their 
freedom. Stevenson's story is one of working to protect basic human rights for the most 
vulnerable people in American society--the poor, the wrongly convicted, and those whose 
lives have been marked by discrimination and marginalization. Through this adaptation, 
young people of today will find themselves called to action and compassion in the pursuit of 
justice.



Guts
by Raina Telgemeier

Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, 
too, so it's probably just a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, where 
she's dealing with the usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and 
classmates who think the school year is just one long gross-out session. It 
soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't going away... and it 
coincides with her worries about food, school, and changing friendships. 
What's going on? Raina Telgemeier once again brings us a thoughtful, 
charming, and funny true story about growing up and gathering the 
courage to face -- and conquer -- her fears.

*This author has written several graphic novels for middle schoolers. 

The Hate U Give
by Angie Thomas

The Hate U Give is a groundbreaking, thought-provoking debut novel inspired by the Black 
Lives Matter movement, about a teen girl who is the only witness to her friend's fatal 
shooting by a police o!cer.

“This book is about a girl named Starr. She lives in the ghetto and she goes to a rich school and she always fresh 
with some Js. Then she goes to a party in the hood and she’s there with her friend and sees her old bf and they 
just clicked like they never parted and then gun shots go o! and Starr and her b! Khalil and hop in the car but 
they get pulled over and Khalil is told to get out and his out side and goes to the window to see if Starr is okay 
and boom boom boom and now Starr needs to live her life and get justice for Khalil.”

What our readers have said about The Hate U Give

On The Come Up
by Angie Thomas

On the Come Up is Angie Thomas’s homage to hip-hop, the art that sparked her passion for 
storytelling and continues to inspire her to this day. It is the story of fighting for your 
dreams, even as the odds are stacked against you; of the struggle to become who you are and 
not who everyone expects you to be; and of the desperate realities of poor and working-class 
black families.

A Hustler’s Wife
by Nikki Turner

Yarni, a sweet and innocent girl from a well-to-do family, by chance meets Richmond's 
notorious drug kingpin, Des. The spark between them immediately blossoms into an 
astronomical love, which separates Yarni from her family and friends. But when Des is 
sentenced to life in prison, Yarni will learn that being a hustler's wife isn't all that easy with 
her sole provider behind bars.

*sometimes di!cult to get copies so please include an alternate on your order form!



Convicted in the Womb: One Man’s Journey from Prisoner to Peacemaker
by Carl Upchurch

Once Carl Upchurch was an elementary school dropout fighting for survival on the streets of 
South Philadelphia, a gang member wedded to a life of violence, a bank robber facing a future 
in federal penitentiaries. Now he is a respected community organizer and one of the most 
compelling and visionary leaders of the civil rights movement. Catapulted into the national 
spotlight following his organization of a summit that brought together the country's most 
notorious gangs. Carl Upchurch has found himself in direct conflict with other African 
American civil right leaders. This is his scathing critique of the established civil rights 
movement and his bold manifesto for solving the critical problems facing today's urban 
American. And this is his own unforgettable story-reality of urban crime gang warfare, and 
racial injustice from one who knows firsthand what it's like to be Convicted in the Womb.

Salvage the Bones
by Jesamyn Ward

Being 14 and the only woman in a house can take a toll on you. Esch is trying hard to keep her 
brothers on track and keep herself on track. Their father is rarely there and always drunk and 
their mother is dead. As a hurricane starts brewing, Esh finds out she’s carrying something 
that might be too much of a load for her.

The Underground Railroad
by Colson Whitehead

Cora and Ceasar are two slaves who escape their Georgia plantation during the 19th century. 
They follow the Underground Railroad, and have to go trhough many obstacles and tests to 
try and get away from slave catchers and find freedom. 

Sing, Unburied, Sing
by Jesamyn Ward

13 year old Jojo and his baby sister Kayla live with there grandparents, 
Mam and Pop. Their mother is a drug addict and their father is in prison. 
Kayla loves and depends on Jojo for everything and their mother is 
resentful for it. Mam is sick from cancer and Pop is there to tell them 
stories and teach them. When their mother finds out that their father is 
getting out of jail she takes the kids so they can go be a family. When she 
is under the influence she sees her brother and during the ride she sees 
him which makes Jojo realize he has to be strong and brave. Her brother's 
ghost searches for a home through his song.



Straight Outta East Oakland
by Harry Louis Williams

Firstborn Walker is a book worm who dreams of attending one of America's most competitive 
universities. When his best friend is shot through the forehead with a hollow tip bullet, his 
desire to flee the mean streets only intensifies. Unemployed, he turns to the only person who 
can help him secure the money he'll need to supplement his scholarship, a childhood friend 
known as "Drama," an East Oakland crack dealer. He assures Firstborn that he can earn the 
money he needs in just three months. So, Firstborn becomes a member of the Black 
Christmas Mob. Now the community college valedictorian must struggle to survive in a game 
laced with gold diggers, contract killers, hard hitters, marks, knocks, snitches and 
infiltrators. Will Firstborn slip up and catch that triple life sentence? Or will he escape the 
game and graduate from college? Book one of two. 

Straight Outta East Oakland 2
by Harry Louis Williams

Crayon has been recruited by a brutal pimp named Phenomenal. She is 15 years old. Her 
grandmother knows only person who can save her. That individual is her late daughter 
Maggy s ex-boyfriend, Firstborn.
 Firstborn has been a year removed from his role as a crack dealer in the bloody streets of East 
Oakland, and his past remains unknown. Ms. Holmes locates him and pleads with him to 
come back to Oakland to rescue Crayon. However, the task is easier said than done. 
Phenomenal is pushing a hard line in the streets. He is a head buster; a drug dealing gun 
runner with a hand in several illegal enterprises.
 Firstborn knows of only one person crazy enough to step to Phenomenal. However, he has 
sworn never to talk to his former best friend Drama again. Can he free Crayon from a living 
death on the track? Or will he be dragged down into the depths of hood life never to emerge 
again? Book two.



Harbor Me
by Jacqueline Woodson

This story is about six kids who have a weekly chat by themselves, no adults. They are able to 
vent to eachother about all of the things bothering them. When the six are togther, it's a safe 
space to share feelings and eveyrhitng else. 

Everything Everything
by Nicola Yoon

What if you couldn’t touch anything in the outside world? Never breathe in the fresh air, feel 
the sun warm your face . . . or kiss the boy next door? In Everything, Everything, Maddy is a 
girl who’s literally allergic to the outside world, and Olly is the boy who moves in next 
door . . . and becomes the greatest risk she’s ever taken.

The Sun is Also a Star
by Nicola Yoon

Natasha and Daniel are strangers who go on a day long adventure in NYC. There is an instant 
attraction, but it may not last due to Natasha and her family facing deportation. 

Brown Girl Dreaming
by Jacqueline Woodson

In this memoir, Jacqueline Woodson takes you on a journey from before 
her roots until her now. Showing you her family ;whom are slave 
decedents, at birth living in Ohio, her frequent visits to her grandparents 
house in South Carolina, and then moving there with them after her 
parents , Mary Ann and Jack,split up. During this time, there is still heavy 
segregation and racism but some white people treats Jackie and her family 
with respect. When Mary Ann returns to get Jackie and her siblings she 
has a new baby and they move to New York. In New York, Jackie decides to 
be a write and become best friends with a Puerto Rican girl named , Maria. 
Jackie and her siblings still visit there grandparents every summer. And as 
time goes on the Afro goes into style and Jackies uncle, Robert begins to 
wear one. He gets in trouble and gets sent to jail. Jackie and Maria fall in 
love with Angela Davis and even tries to be like her but they don’t really 
know what they are doing. And her grandfather gets real sick, so her 
grandma moves to New York with Jackie, her siblings , and her mom.


